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Stellingen 
1. Johan Nieuhof's prints of China not only represent what China looked 
like to seventeenth century European readers, but also reflect their 
fanciful expectation of this foreign country. 
2. The interpretation ofNieuhof's works of China should not be limited to 
the illustrations of his travelogue, but rather be situated in the context of 
seventeenth century Dutch pictorial convention, the author's personal 
experience and the social circumstance. 
3. The illustrations ofNieuhof's book on China not only provided 
important sources for chinoiserie, they themselves were in fact the early 
representations of chinoiserie in the seventeenth century. 
4. Compared with the concept of reality after the invention ofphotography 
in the nineteenth century, the essential claim ofNieuhof's works of 
~ 
China, "na het /even" (after life), should not be understood as an effort 
to make the direct image of reality, but as an attempt to draw after life 
and to produce the lifelike impression. 
5. The meaning of seventeenth century Dutch genre paintings goes far 
beyond mere decoration; in various aspects they convey much more 
complex thoughts than they state. 
6. The presentation of Chinese blue-and-white porcelain, which the VOC 
shipped in large quantities to the Dutch market, was a popular means in 
and skills and meet the consumer's demands. 
7. The production of seventeenth century Dutch paintings was greatly 
driven by the law of supply and demand. Many artists produced 
paintings for the market rather than for individual patrons. 
8. Along with the development of the economy, the education about art and 
art history should be increasingly important in China. Without it, the 
quality of the entire education and of life in general cannot be improved. 
9. Life has ups and downs, but you can always improve your life situation 
by changing the way you think and by keeping a positive attitude. 
10. For the PhD program, a responsible supervisor is half the success. 
11. The possible dream: It is important to aim at a life-long career based on 
your personal gifts, values and skills. 
12. The impossible dream: Would not it be a pleasant dream for historians 
and art historians to return briefly to the past and to live under the same 
sky as their research subjects, so as to witness the same historical 
moments? We might probably understand them better and say less silly 
things. 
